                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #40
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Family & Friends of Jane Baker; *Dave Novinger, (Hosp); Arletta Thomas; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Sophia/Ben/Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Stan/Loretta Brown; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn & Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders & Family; Baby Caleb Welcomer; Lynda Comfort Homet; Toni Carren, (Carol Fetterhoff’s friend);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                               October 9, 2022
     Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.       
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 9, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let our hearts sound forth with praise for the mercy of the Lord!
P:  In Christ we are forgiven and in Christ we are made righteous.
L:  Then let us proclaim the good news for all the world to hear!
P:  And let us reach out, even to our neighbor, with God’s healing love.
L:   For God sent the Christ, that we should have everlasting hope.
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”     Page 97          
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                                                        
Ever-present God, let your Spirit fill this place.  With thanksgiving, praise and joy, we worship you, marvelous God.  How amazing is all of your creation!  How glorious is this day of new life!  Come among us now, we pray, to raise us up from our fears and doubts and perplexity.  Touch us today with a spirit of hope, that our discipleship may honor Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm: Psalm 66:1-12   (Responsively)  (See Insert) 
      *Old Testament: Jeremiah 29:1-11         (See Insert)  Norine Goss           
Hymn -             “The Solid Rock”                              Page 404  
Gospel:  Luke  17:11-19                         (See Insert)   Ed Dobbin 
Message:                    “God’s Gotta Plan”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -               “Make Me a Blessing “                  Page 452
*Benediction                                                        
Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.

         
 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            


P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               


L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 9th the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Oct. 2 was 49. 
Face book views for Oct. 2 as of Oct. 5 were 59.

Face Book views for Sept. 25 as of Oct. 5 were 59.
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Oct.   9 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 10 - 7:00PM - Search Committee Meeting
Oct. 11 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free” Community Takeout Meal 

Oct. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

SEARCH COMMITTEE MEETING will be held on Monday October 10 at 7:00PM.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 11, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken Potpie, Green beans, Fruit, Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white). Meals to be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 6th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
LAY READERS: Oct. 9 - Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin; Oct. 16 - Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin; Oct. 23 Theresa Miller, TBA. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Oct. 9 - Ken Bechtel;  Oct 16 - Ed Dobbin. Oct. 23 - Dave Novinger.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission Offering to go to “Community meals” if you wish.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 66:1-12 (Responsive) (NKJV)
66 Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!
2 Sing out the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works!
Through the greatness of Your power
Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.
4 All the earth shall worship You And sing praises to You;
They shall sing praises to Your name.” 
5 Come and see the works of God;
He is awesome in His doing toward the sons of men.
6 He turned the sea into dry land; They went through the river on foot. There we will rejoice in Him.
7 He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the nations;
Do not let the rebellious exalt themselves. 
8 Oh, bless our God, you peoples!
And make the voice of His praise to be heard,
9 Who keeps our soul among the living,
And does not allow our feet to be moved.
10 For You, O God, have tested us;
You have refined us as silver is refined.
11 You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs.
12 You have caused men to ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water; But You brought us out to rich fulfillment.
2ND Reading - O. Testament - Jeremiah 29:1-11(NKJ)
29 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were carried away captive—to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This happened after Jeconiah the king, the queen mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying, 4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and dwell

2ND Reading - O. Testament - Jeremiah 29:1-11(NKJ)  (Continued)
in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 17:11-19 (NLT)
11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
      CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!         

Hello Crafters! We are looking for vendors for our Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday December 3, 2022 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM! If you are interested in having a table (or more), please respond using the form found on Valleys Face book Page. Once you fill out the form, a contract will be mailed or emailed to you that you will need to sign and send back to Valleys, along with your deposit by November 21, 2022.
    This event will be held indoors and spaces are limited, however we do currently have 10+ spaces available. If you have any questions, feel free to message the church’s Face book page or email  campbellsgoats@gmail.com 
Link to Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” (Pg. 97):
https://youtu.be/nFmv2230Pys?t=2 

https://youtu.be/VYqLyTPw58o?t=2  (with singing)

Link to  Hymn The Solid Rock   (Pg. 404)

https://youtu.be/uhVwVHC6_n0 
https://youtu.be/2G3fxk0QOsQ 
Link for hymn: “Make Me a Blessing”  (Pg 452)

https://youtu.be/4qwIr54dw6U 

https://youtu.be/YC6I0sArapA?t=5 

History of Hymn “The Solid Rock”  (Pg. 404)
Hymn “The Solid Rock” or  ”My Hope is Build on Nothing Less”  was written by Edward Mote (1797-1874), a pastor at Rehoboth Baptist Church in Horsham, West Essex, England. Mote did not know anything about God until he was exposed to the Word of God at age 18. He entered the ministry at ag3e 50 and wrote over 100 songs during his lifetime. The hymn was written in 1834. The basis for the hymn was the parable by Jesus of the Wise and Foolish Builders. The song was originally published anonymously in 1837 Hymns of Praise, A New Selection of Gospel Hymns, Combining All the Excellencies of our Spiritual Poets, with Many Originals.  The original title of the hymn was published under “The Immutable Basis for a Sinner’s Hope”. The hymn became very popular and has been covered many times. The Solid Rock remains one of Mote’s best loved hymns.
History of Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  (Pg. 97
‘All Hail The Power of Jesus Name’ a late-18th-century hymn is one of the most well-known popular hymns in Christianity. It is sung in almost all the major Christian denominations and found in most hymns. It appears in hymnals with as many as three different tunes: CORONATION, DIADEM and MILES’ LANE. Each tune reflects a different cultural and denominational context in which this text is sung. Another unusual aspect of “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” is the number of modifications that have been made from the original text. The original hymn text dates from 1779 and 1780, first printed in November 1779 in the Gospel Magazine, a publication by “Rock of Ages” composer Augustus M. Toplady. An eight-stanza version appeared just a year later in the same magazine titled, “On the Resurrection. The Lord is King.” Massive alterations began as early as 1787 when the text was included in John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns with the title “The Spiritual Coronation, Canticles 3:11”—a reference to the Song of Songs: “Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.” Perronet (1726-1792) was born in Sundridge, England, and died in Canterbury. Wesley encouraged Perronet to preach, but Perronet didn’t want to but Wesley persisted and . announced that, “Brother Perronet will now speak.” Perronet stood before a large crowd and declared, “I will now deliver the greatest sermon ever preached on earth.” He then read the Sermon on the Mount and promptly sat down.  The tunes commonly associated with this famous text reveal much about this joyful expression of the 18th-century evangelical revival movement. CORONATION is a tune by American Oliver Holden (1792) and was first published in Boston in 1793. A stately tune in duple meter, it has the character of a coronation march. DIADEM was composed by James Ellor in 1838 at the age of 19 for the anniversary of a Wesleyan Sunday school in his hometown of Droylsden, Manchester. This tune, in triple rhythm, has the feel of a stately minuet and suggests an anthem to be sung by a choir, especially with the independent parts of the refrain. It is indeed thrilling to hear congregations or church musicians sing this version in four parts. The tune originally paired with this text, MILES’ LANE, does not appear in The United Methodist Hymnal. Written by William Shrubsole (1760-1806), it is less favored, in light of the other more buoyant tune options.
Regardless of the tune, the version we sing today leaves no doubt that the entire earth—from the “chosen seed of Israel’s race” and “sinners” and “martyrs” to “every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball”—will sing the “everlasting song” at Jesus’ feet. Now that will be a song to hear!
History of hymn “Make Me a Blessing”  (Pg. 452)
   Ira Bishop Wilson, 1880-1950 Pseudonym: Fred B. Hol​ton Music by George Stark Schuler (1883-1973.) "I don't remember writing the lyrics to that song." Those were the startling words of Ira B. Wilson to his friends. He never remember writing the lyrics until his death, yet his song, "Make Me a Blessing," lives on in the hearts of millions of Christians in many lands. In 1924 George Shuler and Ira Wilson were roommates at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. They combined their efforts in giving to the world the wonderful Christian song, "Make Me a Blessing." Wilson wrote the lyrics and Shuler the musical setting. At first, the song was rejected by musical publishers. Not to be stopped, Shuler had 1,000 copies printed to distribute on his own. One copy fell into the hands of George Dibble, an outstanding singer who was the music director for the International Sunday School Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. Dibble asked permission to use the song, and it was granted. Soon people everywhere were singing it and publishers wanted to distribute copies. The popularity of the song has grown to the extent that Christians in many locations can sing it even by memory.
This song has become the heart cry of Christians everywhere. It should be the desire of every person to be a blessing and help to others. There are many ways we can bring this to past, one notable way is to provide for the poor. Many years ago someone said, "We ought to be kind to everybody, because everybody is having a tough time." There is a poem that is appropriate in this story.

"Lord help me live from day to day,

In such a self-forgetful way,

That even when I kneel to pray,

My prayer will be for others.

Others, Lord, yes others,

Let this my motto be,

Help me to live for others,

That I may live like Thee.

Help me in all the work I'd do,

To ever be sincere and true.

And know that all I'd do for You,

Must needs be done for others."

By Charles D. Meigs  

        We cannot truly serve Christ apart from being a blessing to others. "Who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted by God." - 2 Corinthians 1:4
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #40                 October 9, 2022                      “God’s Gotta Plan”

                                        Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship: 

L: Let our hearts sound forth with praise for the mercy of the Lord!
P: In Christ we are forgiven and in Christ we are made righteous.
L: Then let us proclaim the good news for all the world to hear!
P: And let us reach out, even to our neighbor, with God’s healing love.

L: For God sent the Christ, that we should have everlasting hope.

All:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Ever-present God, let your Spirit fill this place.  With thanksgiving, praise and joy, we worship you, marvelous God.  How amazing is all of your creation!  How glorious is this day of new life!  Come among us now, we pray, to raise us up from our fears and doubts and perplexity.  Touch us today with a spirit of hope, that our discipleship may honor Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 66:1-12

*Old Testament: Jeremiah 29:1-11

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

Meditation: “God’s Gotta Plan”

          Sometimes life does not always turn out as we plan.   Have you ever heard the story about Alexander? Alexander was an eight-year-old boy, and he had one of those days when everything went wrong, disasters one right after another.  Nothing went right, it was Horrible, Terrible, Not good, Very Bad Day!


Alexander woke up one morning, he discovered he had gone to bed with gum in his mouth and when he woke up the gum was in his hair.  When he got out of bed he tripped over his skateboard and then dropped his sweater into the sink where the water was running.  He said, “I just knew it was going to be a Horrible, Terrible, Not good, Very Bad Day!”  Then Alexander went to school and it turned out to be a horrible day there too.  After school he had a terrible experience at the dentist office. Then came supper and he said, “We had cauliflower for supper and I hate cauliflower! And on TV all I saw was huggin and kissin and I hate huggin and kissin.   Then my bath water was too hot and I got soap in my eye and I almost lost my marble down the drain.  When I went to bed, my brother Nick took back the pillow he said I could have. And my Star Trek night light burned out, and I bit my tongue and the cat decided to sleep with Nick instead of me.”  All in all, Alexander said, “It was a Horrible, Terrible, Not good, Very Bad Day.”  Is it any wonder that when Alexander came to the end of the day, he heaved a sigh and cried, ‘I think I will run away.”  


I think all of us, at one point have felt like poor Alexander. All of us have had days filled with anxiety, stress and frayed nerves.  We’ve heard it said that God loves us and has a wonderful plan for our lives.  It’s easy to agree . . . WHEN WE LIKE THE PLAN!   But sometimes, God’s plan turns out to be different than what we were thinking.  Say you have a job that you really like – a job that you’re good at.  But one day, the boss says, “John, we need to make some changes.  We’re going to have to let you go.”  And you go home and say, “Lord, what is happening?  I thought I was where you wanted me to be!  I thought I was doing what you wanted me to do!  What is going on?”


Sometimes, God’s plan is different than what we were thinking.  The same thing is true of the people of Judah in Jeremiah 29.  The year is 597 BC. God is judging the nation of Judah because of their unfaithfulness. The Babylonians have attacked Jerusalem.  They’ve taken 3,000 prisoners back to Babylon; including the king, the court officials, and the craftsmen. And the Israelites are saying, “This isn’t supposed to happen to us! We’re the chosen people! We’re the apple of God’s eye! What is going on?”


The Israelite nation has a beautiful history of God coming through for them in times of crisis.  In Exodus chapter 3:7, the Lord told Moses that “I have seen the misery of my people. I am concerned about their suffering at the hands of the Egyptians.  So I’m going to bring them out of the land of Egypt.”  And that’s exactly what happens. In Exodus 14, God brings them through the Red Sea.  Forty years later in Joshua 24, the Israelites inherit the Promised Land.  God’s plan was accomplished in the lives of His people.  And in 2 Kings 19, the Assyrian army invaded the land of Judah. The people were scared. The commander of the Assyrian army said, “No one can deliver you out of the hand of the King of Assyria.  Surrender to us now, and we will let you live!”  But Hezekiah prayed to the Lord. And that very night, an angel of the Lord went out and put to death 185,000 people in the Assyrian camp.  The Almighty God had come through once again!  God’s word was accomplished in the lives of His people.


And so when the Babylonians invade the land of Judah in 597 BC, the captives are thinking, “This isn’t going to last long.  God is going to come through for us like He always does!  The prophet Hananiah said in Jeremiah 28 that “in two years, God will break the yoke of the king of Babylon, and we will be free! We’re coming back home!  Praise God!”  But, in Jeremiah 29:1-6, Jeremiah writes a letter to the captives in Babylon.  And basically, he says “You’re not coming home for a while. Build houses and settle down.  Plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters.  Be fruitful and multiply.”  In other words, you’re not ready to go home because I have plans for you right here in Babylon.


And then in verse seven, Jeremiah says, “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper."  And the Israelites would have been thinking, “You want us to pray for the community that carried us into captivity?  Jeremiah, have you lost your mind?  These people are the enemies of God!  These are the people who ransacked the city of Jerusalem!  How can you ask us to pray for these people?”


And then down in verse ten, God says something else that would have gotten the Israelites riled up.  He says “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.”  When we read this verse, we think, “Wow, that’s beautiful.  In seventy years, God is going to bring the people back to the Promised Land.  That’s awesome!”


But the Israelites were thinking, “You mean we gotta live in this rotten country for the next 70 years?  Most of us are going to be dead by then!  What kind of a plan is this, God?”  


There would have been some people who very religiously would have thumbed their noses on the captives, reminding them that Moses also said if the people were to rebel and turn to idols and forget the Lord, then the consequence would be, well . . . THIS!  In other words, you’re getting what you deserve.  Still, among the thousands of captives, were a remnant of young men and women who hadn’t forsaken the Lord.  In fact, among them were four young men, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who had not defiled themselves but walked faithfully before God and men. 


They did not deserve this punishment and yet, there they were in captivity.  My friends, God’s plan isn’t always what we think it is going to be.  But God’s plan is always best.  I am still learning this truth that God’s plan is not always the easiest plan.  But it is the BEST plan.  And that brings us to Jeremiah 29:11 -  “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”


Today, you may be in that place where you do not know where God is leading, but I want to assure you from God’s word, GOD’s Gotta PLAN.  This morning I want to remind you that you can still trust His plan. God’s word declares that God’s PLAN is a good plan, a secured plan, and a plan filled with hope.  Contrary to what some people believe, God has not created this world to allow it to spin on its own wheels.  Neither do we live our lives according to some impersonal fate or chance. 


Can you imagine parents with no hopes for their children?  Can you imagine a head coach with no plans for his players?  A captain with no plan for his soldiers?  A king with no plan for his country?  A boss with no plan for his workers?  Absolutely not! 


I want to point out 4 facts about God’s plan for your life.  To begin, it is a PROVIDENTIAL plan.  The word providence is not found in the Bible, but its life-giving truth is woven throughout scripture.  The Psalmist refers to the majesty of providence when he writes, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”  And The Apostle Paul breaks out into song declaring the majesty of God’s providence in Romans 11:33, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!”


What is providence? The word comes from two words – “Pro” which means “before” – “Video” which means “to see” – “Providence means “to see before”.  This means that God sees before and plans accordingly.  Nothing that happens in your life or mine catches God by surprise.  Providence means that God didn’t just create the world and then walk off and leave it – like winding a clock and then letting it wind down.  We are convinced that God is in control of all things.


God sees, He knows, He cares, He protects and He provides what we need just when we need it.  I confess I am impatient. I want to know what God is doing today, …YESTERDAY!  My favorite verse that gives me the most comfort when I am in that state is Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God.”  "Be still" means to "get quiet and sit tight."  The original Hebrew means, CHILL OUT!  God says I Know what I am doing, and have everything under control. Keep your eyes on me, and don’t be distracted by the stuff of this world.


It is about the hardest thing a person can do.  Before we do anything, God calls us to stand still and KNOW Him as our refuge, our healer, our provider. He will be all that we need Him to be when we simply stand still.  It is when I learn the lesson of waiting that I understand that God’s providential plan also is A LOVING PLAN.


In Hebrews 12, we find a challenging passage "My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, God does discipline us.”  The Lord disciplines those he loves.  His discipline may not feel like love.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace.  He disciplines us to make us better.  He does it to bless us.

We don’t live in a whimsical universe that just tosses us about without reason or purpose.  We are not at the mercy of some blind fate.  Our lives are guided by a loving, wise God, and our suffering - all of it - has a purpose, to draw us closer to God in order that we may be more like Him.  God’s plan is a PROVIDENTIAL PLAN, it is a LOVING PLAN and it gives us A Plan of ACTION.


When we are standing idle in the midst of difficulty, we can feel much like the Israelites felt.  We wonder God, what do I do now?  How do you want me to live my life now?  So often people waste their time wondering about what God wants for their future, that they miss the simple opportunities to serve Him today.  God’s instructions to the Israelites was – get to work.  “Build houses and settle down.  Plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters.  Be fruitful and multiply.”  You are going to be right where you are for the next seventy years and you can be obedient to me and an influence to the people around you.


So, what do I take home from all this?  If God has a plan, and it is a providential plan, a loving plan, a plan of action what do I do now?  Well, we continue our walk of faith with great energy, vigor and hope.  Everything is new and exciting.  Every turn is a new experience – a new opportunity.   Listen to the promise God makes to his people if they are faithful to trust Him with His plan for their lives.  “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you, declares the Lord.”

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Eternal God, who holds in your hands the destiny of every living thing, we worship you.  Make us conscious today of your presence, your goodness, and your power.  All our lives you have been leading us even when we did not know it.  The simple things we take for granted – food, shelter, home and friends, work and play, the beauty of the world we see – all are your gifts to us for our welfare and wellbeing.  But they cannot do for us all that you desire unless we realize that they come from you.  Open our eyes that we may see you as you are.


Help us to be still and know that you are God.  Deliver us from the fear that separates us from you – the fear of the known and the greater fear of the unknown.  In this world so full of unanswered questions and the unforeseen future, may we find in you a safe refuge and may we find peace in your many promises.  


We pray Lord for all your people, near and far.  We pray for those who are weak and weary and battling illness.  Send your healing touch upon those who need your special touch of healing and grace.  We pray for our church that you would enable us and strengthen us to share the gospel message with one another and may the Spirit over flow into the community we serve.  Draw near to us with your redeeming love.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen”

Benediction:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.
